
ñWe put our hope in the Lord. 
     He is our help and our shield.  
  In Him our hearts rejoice,  
     for we trust in his holy name. 
  Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, 
     For our hope is in you alone.ò    

Psalm 33:20-22 
 

As Bolivia goes through this time of uncertainty with the 
political unrest and violence that ensues, we are reminded 
that God is our refuge and in Him alone can we find solace. 
We look to you, Jesus, for joy and comfort. As we pray for 
this country, its leaders and its people, we ask that we may 
be lights in this time of darkness and that others may see 
your love shining through us. 
 

Welcome to the Family Maria Belen  ï We have a new 
youngest member of the family to introduce. Maria Belen 
joined us on April 22

nd
 and is living with parents Mario and 

Eva. We were told she was two years old and we were all 
very impressed by how well she spoke, after a little 
investigating we discovered she was actually 3 1/2 years old 
but we are still impressed with her speech! She is a very 
charming little girl who loves to talk and ask questions. She 
didnôt want to play with the other children for the first long 
while but she is comfortable now with everyone. She is the 
only young child in her house; the rest of her brothers and 
sisters are between 12 and 18 years old, so this means 
some extra attention and also at times too many parents! 

Maria Belen came to us from another orphanage where she 
had been since August 2007. She comes from a family of 
six siblings, her sister Tatiana ran away with her and helped 
to get her into a childrenôs home. Their mother had the 
children selling candy in the streets and Maria Belen would 
have to go along with her older siblings so that people would 
take more pity on them and buy the products they were 
selling. According to the older sister they were often 
mistreated when they hadnôt sold enough products and also 
their mother didnôt take much interest in caring for Maria 
Belen. Tatiana has returned to another childrenôs home 
where she had spent several years but they were not able to 
keep Marie Belen there. Her brother is in a home for boys 
and the rest of the children are with their mother. The 
mother does want to visit and Belen has received two visits 
here from her mother and sister Tatiana. 
 
Volunteers  ï Mid June we welcomed Laurie Grubb, Chrissy 
Walter and Jani Troyer 
to the home for a five 
week stay. The three 
are nursing students 
from a University in 
Ohio and they spent 
their time volunteering 
at the daycare working 
w i th  o u r  n u rse 
Rosmery. They gave 
medicines to the 
children, helped with 
w e i g h i n g  a n d 
measuring, went along 
on trips to the dentist 
and doctors and 
helped to teach good 
hygiene habits to the 
children. Each one 
stayed as a guest in 
one of the casitas 
sharing a room with one of the older girls and helping out in 
the evenings and weekends with the children there. Thanks 
girls for giving so much of your time and being such 
cheerful, willing helpers. 
 Marcos Hooley has begun to work out in Caraparicito, 
about a 4 hour drive from Santa Cruz at a Ranch/Hotel. We 
thank him for all his many hours of voluntary service here in 
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María Belen with her contagious smile. 

Chrissy and Laurie helping in the day care. 


