
ñWe put our hope in the Lord. 
     He is our help and our shield.  
  In Him our hearts rejoice,  
     for we trust in his holy name. 
  Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, 
     For our hope is in you alone.ò    

Psalm 33:20-22 
 

As Bolivia goes through this time of uncertainty with the 
political unrest and violence that ensues, we are reminded 
that God is our refuge and in Him alone can we find solace. 
We look to you, Jesus, for joy and comfort. As we pray for 
this country, its leaders and its people, we ask that we may 
be lights in this time of darkness and that others may see 
your love shining through us. 
 

Welcome to the Family Maria Belen  ï We have a new 
youngest member of the family to introduce. Maria Belen 
joined us on April 22

nd
 and is living with parents Mario and 

Eva. We were told she was two years old and we were all 
very impressed by how well she spoke, after a little 
investigating we discovered she was actually 3 1/2 years old 
but we are still impressed with her speech! She is a very 
charming little girl who loves to talk and ask questions. She 
didnôt want to play with the other children for the first long 
while but she is comfortable now with everyone. She is the 
only young child in her house; the rest of her brothers and 
sisters are between 12 and 18 years old, so this means 
some extra attention and also at times too many parents! 

Maria Belen came to us from another orphanage where she 
had been since August 2007. She comes from a family of 
six siblings, her sister Tatiana ran away with her and helped 
to get her into a childrenôs home. Their mother had the 
children selling candy in the streets and Maria Belen would 
have to go along with her older siblings so that people would 
take more pity on them and buy the products they were 
selling. According to the older sister they were often 
mistreated when they hadnôt sold enough products and also 
their mother didnôt take much interest in caring for Maria 
Belen. Tatiana has returned to another childrenôs home 
where she had spent several years but they were not able to 
keep Marie Belen there. Her brother is in a home for boys 
and the rest of the children are with their mother. The 
mother does want to visit and Belen has received two visits 
here from her mother and sister Tatiana. 
 
Volunteers  ï Mid June we welcomed Laurie Grubb, Chrissy 
Walter and Jani Troyer 
to the home for a five 
week stay. The three 
are nursing students 
from a University in 
Ohio and they spent 
their time volunteering 
at the daycare working 
w i th  o u r  n u rse 
Rosmery. They gave 
medicines to the 
children, helped with 
w e i g h i n g  a n d 
measuring, went along 
on trips to the dentist 
and doctors and 
helped to teach good 
hygiene habits to the 
children. Each one 
stayed as a guest in 
one of the casitas 
sharing a room with one of the older girls and helping out in 
the evenings and weekends with the children there. Thanks 
girls for giving so much of your time and being such 
cheerful, willing helpers. 
 Marcos Hooley has begun to work out in Caraparicito, 
about a 4 hour drive from Santa Cruz at a Ranch/Hotel. We 
thank him for all his many hours of voluntary service here in 
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María Belen with her contagious smile. 

Chrissy and Laurie helping in the day care. 



the area of maintenance. We miss his energy and smiling 
face but wish him well in his future. 
 

Milking Cows  ï After a long dry spell our milk cow Betsy  
freshened back in February and continues to give us lots of 
milk.  Now we have a second cow so we can supply the 
daycare with a good percentage of the milk they use there 
as well.  
The cow we have waiting to calve, Rosita, has caused a 
little trouble, jumping fences and even leaped out of the 
barn in order to eat all the corn that was ready to be 
harvested out of Eva and Marioôs garden! Tio Mario and Tio 
Carlos have remedied that situation by fashioning her with 
an old fashioned poke. As the price of food continues to rise 
we are looking for more ways to produce our own and 
having the pasture space for cows allows us to produce our 
milk and thanks to some of our board members the calves 
can be raised on their pasture land until they are ready to be 

butchered, we also still have some pigs and as mentioned in 
the last newsletter we have a nice garden which parents 
Eva and Mario look after and help to provide us with fresh 
vegetables.  
 
Travels  ï Alex, Julie and daughters Tatiana and Micah 
were able to go to the U.S. to attend Alexôs sisterôs wedding 
and spend time with their extended families there. They had 
a good time and Tatiana came back with an increased 
vocabulary in English and lots of good memories of family 
reunions etc.  They arrived back in the beginning of July just 
in time for Chuck and Cindy to fill them in on the happenings 
of the home before they left to attend their son Dylanôs 
wedding in Canada.  July was also the time Alfredo took a 
holiday, he was invited to Switzerland to visit a former 
volunteer Matthew Dobler and Netiño was away on a 
mission trip to Brazil, he was able to see his family while 
there, but being in charge of 15 young people on a mission 
trip didnôt leave him much time for visiting. 

 
Winter Vacation  ï The Kozel family came back in time to 
help out while the children were on winter vacation in July. 
Most of the coldest weather had passed by then and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed their time off. The parents too 
had a break from the homework and washing uniforms 
routine. Various clean up projects were worked on; some of 
the kids earned some spending money by doing extra 
chores cutting weeds along the fence on both sides of the 
home, this is a large area going around all seven acres. 

Sponsorship needs:  
 

¶ We are in need of general sponsors for Maria Belen and 
Alex , age four.  Cost of general sponsorship is 35 USD/
month.  If you are interested in sponsoring one of these 
children or in supporting the home financially, please 
contact either the US or Canadian board for details.  
Your support in needed and greatly appreciated.  

They worked hard and it makes a big difference, the place 
looks great from inside and out!   
Alex and all the boys and Dads went out fishing one day at 
the Pailon Bridge on the Rio Grande. Everyone had lots of 
fun and although they didnôt come home with any fish they 
did enjoy some wild foul that they hunted.    
 

August Events ï  
August was a very active month here at Stansberry.  To 
celebrate Boliviaôs Independence day on Aug. 6

th
 a 

Barbeque or ñChurrascoò was held. Then on August 10
th
  a 

vote of confidence was held for the president of Bolivia as 
well as for the individual  governors of each department. 
Election days here are always a day when there is no 
driving allowed, no businesses are to be open nor churches 
hold services. About a week later we had a general strike 
(another day of business and school closures and no driving 
allowed) as the department of Santa Cruz, as well as 
several other departments were protesting the results of the 
vote. Between strikes and votes life goes on as normal for 
most people, but the political situation is unstable. 
We celebrated the August birthdays on the 23

rd
, there were 

six birthdays to celebrate, the most notable being Micahôs as 
it was her very first birthday and Britty who turned 15. 
 
School  ï At the birthday celebrations we often ask the 
children what their goals are for the year and the answer is 
usually to do better at school work. Well 13 year old Karen 
has really achieved this goal and she is in second place in 
her class. Well done Karen! We are in the last trimester now 
and some of the children are really trying hard to make up 
for earlier lack of interest. The children are currently 
preparing for sports tournaments that are held between all 
the private evangelical schools. This includes sports such as 
volleyball, soccer, and swimming. The majority of our kids 
enjoy sports more than the book work so they like this time.  

U.S. Contact:  
Dallas and Rhoda Steiner 
Stansberry Childrenôs Home ï USA 
12002 Arnold Rd. 
Orrville, OH 44667 
Phone: 330-682-8504 
E-mail: usa@stansberrychildren.org

Canadian Contact:  
Bruce and Karen Dick 
Stansberry Childrenôs Home ï CAN 
Box 182 
Duchess, AB T0J 0Z0 
Phone: 403-378-4379 
E-mail: bkdick@eidnet.org 

Mark with mom and new calf. 

A peaceful and cold day at the river 


