
“You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salty loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled by men. You are the light of the world; a city 
on a hill cannot be hidden.“              Matthew 5:13, 14 

 
Our hope is that during this past year we have 
seasoned lives with our commitment to continue 
shining in this world full of darkness, and that in this 
Christmas and New Year we are able to commit 
ourselves to continue being salt and light. Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year from all of us 
at the Guarderia Moises. 
  
Kindergarten Graduation: Another year has come 
and gone and it seems like just yesterday we began 
the 2009 school year. Now the time has come for us to 
graduate another group of little chicks that have been 
is our nest and are now ready to begin to fly.  Twenty 
six children graduate from Kindergarten this year and 
each will be heading out to their perspective schools. 
However, many of them will continue on in our before 
and after school program, which will allow us to 
continue influencing their formation.  
 

Dia de Santa Cruz –  On 
September 24th, Santa Cruz 
Day, the children gave a 
program on the various 
themes of Santa Cruz.  Each 
classroom was responsible for 
giving a presentation like: 
“What does Santa Cruz 
produce?”, its dances, typical 
dress, customs and legends.  
The children and their families 
participated in the event.  It 
was very interesting. Many of 
our families come from other 
departments of Bolivia where 

the culture, customs and food are very different. 
 

Health: One of 
the workshops 
that we worked 
very hard at this 
year was in 
teaching the 
parents, children 
and educators in 
the prevention of 
the H1N1 virus.  
This was the 
theme that had 
t h e  m o s t 
repercussion in 
Bolivia with Santa Cruz being the department most 
affected.  The schools and offices with a high capacity 
of people traffic were closed for more than a month.  
This had a big affect on many, especially schools and 
businesses. 
 
We took the risk of keeping our center open and 
worked very hard at prevention. It is very hard for us to 
close our doors for that period of time, because most of 
our parents depend on the money from each day’s 
work to sustain them for that day.  Thank God that 
none of the children or staff were affected with the 
pandemic. 
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A Call For Help 
We are soon going to be in need of more volunteers. 
Ideally for the Day Care we could use people who love 
to work with kids and are available from mid-January 
to mid-December to complete the full year. We could 
also use some people from July to December of this 
year. If you feel this is something you are interested in 
please go to the contact information and contact either 
the Canadian or U.S. board to receive an application 
form. 

Adult Education – This year we have twenty students 
in the IRFA program and three of them will be 
graduating.  We are happy for these valiant mothers 
who, although with the difficulties that they have been 
presented with, have been able to attain their dream 
and achieve this goal.   
 

Before and After 
School Program-  
This year we 
worked with sixty 
children and with  
h u m b l e 
excitement we are 
able to say that it 
was a successful 
year in that we 
were able to see 
the fruits of our arduous work.  The children enjoyed 
their classes, received help with their homework and 
spent time in the computer lab.  There was also a 
group of boys who took part in welding classes and 
another group of children who took part in a craft 
making workshop, both of which were given in the 
shops at the Children’s Home.  It was not all work. 
There was time as well for sports and hanging out. 
 
For the 2010 school year, we are looking to expand 
the program to 100 students from 1st to 12th grade.  
With the increase of students come the need for more 
space as well.  We will be combining the programs 
from the Home and Day Care to have one big 
program.  It will be housed in the Library of the Home 
as well as the old Girl’s Dorm. 
 

More on Volunteers – This year we received 
Adrienne Schellenberg from Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada.  She comes from the Mennonite Church 
Philadelphia.  She will be with us until July 2010.  
Adrienne is participating as a volunteer with the MCC 
SALT program.  She works in the Before and After 
School program.  We are very happy to have Adrienne 
as part of out team of educators. 

 

Teacher Profile: Demari Frias –  Demari lived in a 
small town called Yacuse, 19 hours by train from 
Santa Cruz.  Demari came to Santa Cruz at the age of 
18 in search of better living conditions.  She began 
working as a maid.  She had only studied through 5

th
 

grade.  Her life has been anything but easy.  She 
began living with a man and had three children, Luis 
Fernando (14), Paolo (13) and Noemí (5).  Their father 
abandoned them when the youngest was 5 months 
old.  Demari had to work as a maid and a clothes 
washer on the weekends to have enough money to 
buy food for her children.  
 
In 2007, Demari came to the Day Care in search of 
work and we gave her work as a helper in the kitchen.  
Her two older children entered in the Before and After 
School program and her youngest entered the Day 
Care.  She began taking classes in IRFA and now she 
is graduating from 8

th
 grade and she dreams of 

attending night school until she obtains her high school 
diploma. 

U.S. Contact: 
Dallas and Rhoda Steiner 
Stansberry Children’s Home – USA 
12002 Arnold Rd. 
Orrville, OH 44667 
Phone: 330-682-8504 
E-mail: usa@stansberrychildren.org

Canadian Contact: 
Bruce and Karen Dick 
Stansberry Children’s Home – CAN 
Box 182 
Duchess, AB T0J 0Z0 
Phone: 403-378-4379 
E-mail: bkdick@eidnet.org 

Sponsorships: 

If you are interested in sponsoring a child in the Day Care, 
please contact the Canadian or U.S. offices  

for a child profile. 
Child Sponsorship for Day Care children: 

$30 USD/month or $360 USD/year for each child. 

Demari with her three children 

Adrienne working in the Before and After School Program 


